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| council you and myself to have tagwa of Allah, and | council you and myself to avoid and
beware of disobeying Him.

The date today is the 15th of Muharram in the year 1431.
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Allah t’ala says in His Mighty Book that whose meaning is (9:36):

There have been twelve months with Allah in the Book of Allah, From the day He first
created the heavens and the earth. Four of them are haram. That is the True Deen. So do
not wrong one another during them.

We know from the words of the Rasul (s.a.w) during his farewell pilgrimage that the four
sacred months are Dhul-Qa " dah, Dhul-Hijjah, Muharram and Rajab. Some say the most
sacred of these is the month of Muharram, this is perhaps based on the hadith narrated
by Abu Hurayra (r.a.h) that the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) said, "The best fast after
Ramadan is the month of Allah, al-Muharram.”

It is clear that we must perform good actions and avoid wrong actions at all times, but in
this ayat Allah t’ala warns us against wronging one another in these months in particular.
Sayidunnah Ali (karam Allahu wajhah) narrated that ibn Abbas (r.a.h) said "Allah then
chose four out of these months and made them sacred, emphasising their sanctity,
making sinning in them greater, in addition to, multiplying rewards of righteous deeds



during them." And likewise Qatadah (r.a.h) said: "Injustice during the Sacred Months is
worse and graver than injustice in other months. Verily, injustice is always wrong, but
Allah makes things graver than others as He wills." He also said, "Allah has chosen some
of His creation above others. He chose Messengers from angels and from men. He also
chose His Speech above all speech, the Masajid above other areas of the earth, Ramadan
and the Sacred Months above all months, Friday above the other days and Laylatul-Qadr
above all nights. Therefore, sanctify what Allah has sanctified, for doing so is the practice
of people of understanding and comprehension." So during this month of Muharram we
must endeavour to increase our good actions and to avoid wrong actions even more than
usual. And so we ask Allah (swt) to guide us to actions that are pleasing to Him and away
from those which will earn His anger.

Today | would like to look at a passage from Allah’s Book, which is truly majestic and
contains great knowledge and lessons for us in this time. Allah t’ala says (41:29-34):
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Whose meaning/is:/ / o

The angels descend on those who say, ‘Our Lord is Allah,” and then go straight: ‘Do not
fear and do not grieve but rejoice in the Garden you have been promised. We are your
protectors in the life of the dunya and the akhira. You will have there all that your selves
could wish for. You will have there everything you demand. Hospitality from One who is
Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” Who could say anything better than someone who
summons to Allah and acts rightly and says, ‘| am one of the Muslims’? A good action and
a bad action are not the same. Repel the bad with something better and, if there is
enmity between you and someone else, he will be like a bosom friend. None will obtain it
but those who are truly steadfast. None will obtain it but those who have great good
fortune.

The name of the sura from which these ayats are taken is Fussilat or in English; “Made
Plain”. According to authentic Traditions, it was sent down after Sayidunnah Hamza
(r.a.h) entered Islam and before Sayidunnah Umar (rah) did. It is related that one day
some of the Quraish chiefs were sitting in their assembly in the Masjid al-Haram, while in
another corner of the Mosque there was the Prophet (s.a.w) sitting by himself. This was
the time when the mushrikun of Makkah did not know what to make of this phenomenon
sweeping their ranks, dividing - as they claimed - between a man and his son, and
between a man and his wife. Sayidunnah Hamzah had already embraced Islam and the



people of the Quraish were feeling increasingly irritated at the increasing number of the
Muslims. On this occasion, Utbah bin Rabi'ah offered to make a proposition to the Rasul
(s.a.w). He went and sat by the Prophet (s.a.w) and said to him: "Nephew, if by what you
are doing, you want wealth, we will give you enough of it so that you will be the richest
man among us; if you want to became an important man, we will make you our chief and
will never decide a matter without you; if you want to be a king, we will accept you as our
king; and if you are visited by a jinn, whom you cannot get rid of by your own power, we
will arrange the best physicians and have you treated at our own expense." When he had
exhausted the offers, RasulAllah (s.a.w) asked him politely, "Have you said, O Abul Walid,
what you had to say?" He replied that he had. The Prophet (s.a.w) said: "Well, now listen
to me."Then he began to recite this very Surah, and Utbah listened. Coming to the verse
of prostration the Prophet prostrated himself; then raising his head, he said, "This was
my reply, O Abul Walid, now you may act as you please." then Utbah arose and walked
back towards the chiefs, the people saw him from afar, and said: "By God! Utbab's face is
changed. He does not look the same man that he was when he went from here." Then,
when he came back and sat down, the people asked, "What have you heard?" He replied,
"By God! | have heard something the like of which | had never heard before. By God, it's
neither poetry, nor sorcery, nor magic. O chiefs of the Quraish, listen to what | say and
leave this man to himself. | think what he recites is going to have its effect." Hearing this
the chiefs spoke out:"You too, O father of Waleed, have been bewitched by his tongue."
Utbah replied, "I have given you my opinion; now you may act as you please."

Now that we have some picture of the time in which this blessed sura was revealed, let
us look specifically at the ayats we mentioned earlier. It begins with the words:

JUvE D DTNy R ]
Certainly those who say, ‘Our Lord is Allah,” and then go straight. / /
First comes belief, or better still submission to the truth; that “Our Lord is Allah”, then

immediately comes ACTION - go straight. Allah t’ala combines belief with good action, you
cannot have one without the other. This is a central theme, which is repeated throughout the

S._ . %
Qur’an. In almost every occasion when Allah t’ala mentions those who have iman - | . Q-zJJ\

- He immediately says: <ULzl \)L,_cj “and do right actions*.

This is the contract, if you believe, you must act rightly. Shaykh Abdul Hagg reminded us
recently that nothing in Islam is theoretical, all of it is based on action. We live in a time
where people often describe themselves or others as ‘non-practicing Muslims’. Meaning that
they believe in Islam but they are not practicing what they believe. We must ask ourselves
whether or not this state is truly possible. Clearly we all experience times when our iman is
strong and other times when it is weak. We all make mistakes, and as such we have the gift
of tawba and istighfar, and we know that our Lord is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful. However it
is not acceptable to take on for yourself or others some permanent or even semi-permanent
state of being a non-practicing Muslim. It’s a contradiction. The reality of the belief which is
contained in our hearts, becomes apparent in our actions, whether we like it or not. Allah



t’ala says (9:106):
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Whose meaning is: Say: ‘Act, for Allah will see your actions, and so will His Messenger and
the muminun. You will be returned to the Knower of the Unseen and the Visible and He will
inform you regarding what you did.’

As we have said our deen is based on action. The Qur’an did not descend from Heaven by
itself as a book for us to read. It was sent with the best of creation (s.a.w); a Messenger who
would act as a guide for all of mankind until the end of time. As his wife Aisha (r.a.h) said
“He was the Qur’an walking” and in another narration “His character was the Qur’an” (s.a.w).
And it is this quality of our Prophet (s.a.w) that we must strive to emulate. Islam cannot be a
set of rules or rituals which we follow because we have to, our characters must be Islam, so
that we are as much Muslims when we are walking down the street or at work as we are
when we are praying or reading the Qur’an. We must be truly MUSLIM - submitted to Allah -
in every moment and in every state. Now this doesn’t mean spending our lives studying
books of figh trying to find out how to live, because the truth is that this knowledge is
already within all of us. As we have said before Islam is deen ul-fitr; the natural way. We have
to recognise that for many of us, our natural values have been clouded by those of the kafir
political and media institutions which surround us. And so we must constantly strive to free
ourselves of this falsehood and look for the truth which every heart naturally recognises.

When people are coming close to entering Islam and begin to learn about the deen they
often say that what they find in Islam is exactly what they were already feeling but they
didn’t know that was Islam. The truth is that they have already begun the journey to
uncovering the fitr. It is natural to worship your creator, and it is natural to give to those in
need, and it is natural to be true to your word, just as the opposite is unnatural. Our hearts
know this and so we must act accordingly.

It is narrated in Sahih Muslim that one day Sufyan bin ~Abdullah (r.a.h) went to the Rasul
(s.a.w) and said: "Messenger of Allah tell me something on Islam about which | will not ask

anyone other than you.” He (s.a.w) said: VM‘ Vj AL i_moT J.; - “Say | believe in Allah then

go straight”.

In his commentary on this hadith An-Nawawi (rahimahullah) says that to go straight is
persevering in the path by doing what is obligatory and leaving what is forbidden. This
requires taqwa, based on certain knowledge that Allah witnesses everything we do. But not a
taqwa, which paralyses, leaving one unable to act out of fear of punishment. Rather a taqwa
based on sincere love of Allah, which leads to hatred of those actions which are displeasing
to Him and a love for those which He (swt) loves. Shaykh Abdalgadir has said, “The man of
tagwa is heard when he speaks, is copied when he acts and illuminates others when he
emerges”.



May Allah increase us in taqwa,
And guide our actions,
And make us among those who go straight.
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Allah t’ala says that whose meaning is:
Who could say anything better than someone who summons to Allah and acts rightly and
says, ‘Il am one of the Muslims’?

Again we see the matter of acting rightly, this time coupled with da’wa, or calling to Allah.
Therefore there can be no calling to Allah without right action. And it begins with ourselves,
we must be sincere and call people to Allah by our actions as well as our words. In his tafsir
ibn Kathir (rahimahullah) says about this ayat that it means, “he himself follows that which
he says, so it benefits him as well as others. He is not one of those who enjoin good but do
not do it themselves, or who forbid evil yet they do it themselves. He does good and avoids
doing evil, and he calls people to their Creator, may He be blessed and exalted”.

Allah t’ala says in Sura Baqgara:
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Do you order people to devoutness and forget yourselves?
We cannot and will not establish the deen unless we establish it within ourselves first. If your

intention is to establish Allah’s deen and call people to it, than know that you will not have
success until you have the deen in you, it must resonate from your words and your actions in



every moment. This must be our constant focus and sole intention at all times. We must
establish the deen completely, within ourselves by acting rightly according to the Qur’an and
the sunnah and we must call people to Allah’s deen with every breath and every action.

So do not see da’wa as simply speaking to people about Islam, it is much more than that and
in most cases it is much more subtle. Da’wa is good manners, it is the way we dress, it is the
way we treat our parents and educate our children. Da’wa is visiting a person when they are
ill, it is always taking a gift when invited to someone’s house. Da’wa is how we conduct
business. It is keeping your word, being punctual and reliable. Da’wa is submitting to
authority and having the best opinion of others and it is returning hostility with kindness, it.

As Allah t’ala says, continuing in Sura Fussilat:
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Repel the bad with something better and if there is enmity between you and someone
else, he will be like a bosom friend.

There is a great secret and profound knowledge contained in this ayat. Allah t’ala has
ordered us to bring harmony between the Muslims. This is an extremely important element of
our deen as by bringing harmony and ending animosity between fellow Muslims one is
mending the cracks and repairing the wounds, which keep us from being unified. There is no
room for enmity among us. Remember Allah t’ala says in a hadith qudsi, “Whoever shows
enmity to a close friend of Mine, then | declare war on Him.”

It has been said that you should seek seventy excuses for your brother’s misdeed, and if
your heart will accept none of them you should turn the blame upon yourself.

And Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) said; “If a man gives up contention when he is in the wrong,
a house will be built for him within the Garden, but if a man gives up contention even when
he is in the right, a house will be built for him in the highest part of the Garden.

And for all of this Allah promises us an imense reward, as He says:
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‘Do not fear and do not grieve but rejoice in the Garden you have been promised. We are
your protectors in the life of the dunya and the akhira. You will have there all that your
selves could wish for. You will have there everything you demand. Hospitality from One

who is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful.’

The mufassirun say these ayats relate to the time of death when the angels will descend
and say to the dying believer; “Do not fear that which you will face in the Hereafter. And
do not grieve for what you have left behind of worldly things, children, family, wealth and
debt, for we will take care of it for you.' And they give glad tidings of the end of bad



things and the arrival of good things:
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rejoice in the Garden you have been promised.

This is like what is said in the Hadith narrated by Al-Bara', (r.a.h):
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The angels say to the soul of the believer, "Come out, O good soul from the good body in
which you used to dwell, come out to rest, and provision and a Lord Who is not angry." Zayd
bin Aslam said, "They will give him glad tidings when he dies, in his grave, and when he is
resurrected."
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We are your protectors in the life of the dunya and the akhira. You will have there all that
your selves could wish for. You will have there everything you demand.

Ibn Kathir says this means, the angels will say to the believers when death approaches:
"We have been your friends, i.e., your close companions, in this world, protecting you and
helping you by the command of Allah, and we will be with you in the Hereafter, keeping
you from feeling lonely in your graves and when the Trumpet is blown; we will reassure
you on the Day of Resurrection and will take you across the Sirat and bring you to the
Gardens of delight." "In Paradise you will have all that you wish for and that will delight
you and whatever you ask for, it will appear before you as you wish it to be.'

(M’v )j-"-‘ u-" V;’
Hospitality from One who is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful.’

Meaning "a welcoming gift and a blessing from the One Who has forgiven your sins and
Who is Merciful and Kind towards you, Who has forgiven you, concealed your faults and
been Kind and Merciful.'

And so we ask Allah to grant us this great victory He has promised,
To make us among those who act rightly and establish His deen completely,

And to make us among the inhabitants of His Garden, among the best company, in the
presence of His Messenger (s.a.w)
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