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Khutbah 24 /07 /09 Dhikr openly and secretly
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We will look for the moon on the evening of Friday the 21st August because Friday
corresponds to the 29th of Sha‘ban, so that the 1st of Ramadan must either be Saturday the
22nd August or Sunday the 23rd.
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Allah % said, that which means:
205  Remember your Lord in yourself
humbly and fearfully,
without loudness of voice,
morning and evening.

Do not be one of the unaware.
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“Remember your Lord in yourself” can mean remembrance in the heart without the tongue, or
it can dhikr with the tongue secretly. The loudest level of secret dhikr is that you can hear

yourself, and the lowest level of dhikr done aloud is that the person next to you can hear

you, as is the case in the prayer.
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“without loudness of voice” Shaykh Ibn ‘Ajibah said: i.e. speaking in a way that is above
secrecy but less than being out loud, because that leads to humility and sincerity. There is

no proof in it for those who prohibit dhikr done aloud because the ayah is Makkan where

the kuffar were dominant and they used to abuse dhikr and the One Who is remembered.
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When the Mustafa # emigrated to Madinah, the Companions raised their voices in takbir
and dhikr, so that the ayah is abrogated.
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“morning and evening” it is said that what is meant is the Subh and ‘Asr prayers, and some
have said it is the five prayers, but the most obvious thing is that one should take it in the

most general possible sense.
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If you say that Allah, exalted is He, said, “Remember your Lord in yourself humbly and fearfully,

without loudness of voice” and that this proves that dhikr said aloud is prohibited, then I say
that the response to this ayah is threefold”
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First, that it is Makkan just like the ayah from al-Isra, ‘Do not be too loud in your salat or too
quiet in it, but try to find a way between the two,” and it was revealed at a time when the

Prophet # used to recite the Qur’an aloud and the idolators heard it and would abuse the



Qur’an and the One Who revealed it, and so he was ordered to give up reciting aloud to be
prevent this result, just as he was prohibited to abuse the idols for the same reason when
He, exalted is He, said: “Do not curse those they call upon besides Allah, in case that makes them

curse Allah in animosity, without knowledge.”
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Second, that a group of the Qur’anic commentators among them ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Zayd
ibn Aslam the teacher of Imam Malik, and Ibn Jarir at-Tabari interpreted the ayah to refer
to someone who is doing dhikr at the same time as the recitation of the Qur’an, and that it
is a command to him to do dhikr in this way, i.e. secretly, in order to exalt the Qur’an and
not to have the voice raised over. This connection is substantiated by His words, “When the
Qur’an is recited listen to it and be quiet so that hopefully you will gain mercy.” 1t is as if that when
he was ordered to be silent it was feared that he would continue in inactivity and idleness,
and so He alerted us that even if we are ordered to be silent with our tongues yet the
obligation and responsibility of remembering Allah with the heart continues so that one
does not become neglectful of the remembrance of Allah, and so He concluded the ayah
with His words, “And do not be one of the neglectful.”
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Third, that the command in the ayat is particularly for the Prophet % who was perfect. But
as for other people who are full of whisperings and thoughts, they are ordered to do dhikr
aloud because it is more effective in driving those things away. That is supported by what
the hadith narrated by al-Bazzar from Mu‘adh ibn Jabal 4 who said: The Messenger of Allah
4 said, “Whoever of you prays at night should recite aloud for the angels pray behind him
in his prayer and listen to his recitation, and the believing Jinn, the ones who are in the air,
and his neighbours who are with him in his house pray along with his prayer, and listen to
his recitation, and he will drive away the deviant jinn and the insolent shaytans from his

house and neighbouring houses by means of his reciting aloud.
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Imam Ahmad, Abi Ya‘la, and Ibn Hibban and al-Hakim who both declared it to be sahth, as
well as al-Bayhaqt narrated from Abw Sa‘ld al-Khudri who said: The Messenger of Allah

S

said, “Do a great deal of dhikr of Allah until they say, ‘Mad.” And in another narration from
al-Bayhadq there is, “...until they say that you are showing oft”



But it is clear that this will only be said if one does dhikr openly rather than if one does it

secretly.
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As to the merits of dhikr done secretly there is the hadith narrated by Imam Ahmad and al-
Bayhagqi:

“The best dhikr is that which is hidden and the best provision is what is sufficient.”
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Abii Miisa « said: We were with the Prophet % on a journey, and when we ascended we

would say the takbir, so he said, “Be gentle to yourselves, for you are not calling on one who

is deaf nor one who is absent; you are calling on One Who is All-Hearing, All-Seeing and

Near.”

This understanding of the nearness of Allah, exalted is He, is the reason for the reminder
here for the Arabs distinguish between calling on one who is near, which is called du‘a and
calling on someone who is far away, which is called nida’, and the adhan is an example of the
latter.

But lest people think that dhikr aloud is not permitted, let us look at some more of the

evidence.
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The two Shaykhs, al-Bukhart and Muslim, narrated that Ibn ‘Abbas & said, “They used to
raise their voices when people finished the obligatory prayer at the time of the Prophet .’
Ibn ‘Abbas said, “I used to know when they had finished when I heard it.”
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Ahmad, Abl Dawad, and at-Tirmidhi who declared it sahth, and an-Nasa't and Ibn Majah

narrated from as-S3’ib that the Messenger of Allah i said, “Jibril came to me and said: ‘Tell

M

your Companions to raise their voices in takbir;
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As-Suyiiti, may Allah be merciful to him, said: If you consider those hadith we have
narrated you will recognise from that collection that there is nothing disliked at all in doing
dhikr aloud, but on the contrary there is that in this collection which shows that it is
recommended either explicitly or implicitly as we have indicated. As for opposing it with
the hadith, “The best dhikr is that which is hidden,” that is like opposing the hadith about
reciting the Qur’an aloud with the hadith, “The one who recites the Qur’an secretly is like
someone who gives sadaqah secretly” An-NawawT reconciled both of these by saying that
concealing the recitation is better if one is afraid of showing-off or disturbing people at
prayer or people who are sleeping, but reciting aloud is better elsewhere because there is
more work in it and because the benefit in it extends to those who hear it, and because it
awakens the heart of the recite and unites his concerns in reflection, and diverts his
hearing to it, and drives sleep away and increases him in activity. One man said: It is
preferred to recite aloud for some of recitation and to recite secretly for some because the
person reciting secretly may become bored and like to listen to that recited aloud, and the

person reciting aloud may become tired and so find rest in reciting secretly.”

Similarly, we say about dhikr with the same detailed explanation and it is in this way that

we can reconcile the different hadith.
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