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Khutbah 13/11/09 – Ten nights

،ِ هْيَلَعُ لَّكَوَتَنَوِ هِبُ نِموُنَوُ هُنيِعَتْسَنَوُ هُرِفْغَتْسَنَوُ هُدَمْحَنِ هَّلِلُ دْمَْلحَا

، اَنِلاَمْعَأ ِتاَئِّيَسَو اَنِسُفْنَأِ روُرُش ْنِمِ هَّللاِبُ ذوُعَنَو

،ُهَل َيِداَه َلاَفْ لِلْضُيْ نَمَو ، ِدَتْهُْلماَ وُهَفُ هَّللاِ دْهَي نَم

 ،ُ دْمَْلحاُ هَلَوُ كْلُْلماُ هَل ،ُ هَلَ كيِرَشَ لا ُهَدْحَوُ هَّللا اَّلإَ هَلإ لآ ْنَأُ دَهْشَأَو

 َّنَأُ دَهْشَأَو  .ٌ ريِدَق ٍءْيَش ِّلُك ىَلَع َوُهَو ،ُرْيَْلخاِ هِدَيِب ،ُ تيُِيمَو يِيْحُي

 ِّيَدَيَ ْينَب ، اًريِذَنَو اًريِشَب ِّقَْلحاِ نيِدِبُ هَلَسْرَأ ،ُ هُلوُسَرَوُ هُدْبَع اًدَّمَحُم

ٍ ناَسْحإِبْ مُهَعِبَتْ نَمَوِ هِبْحَصَوِ هِلآ ىَلَعَوَ مَّلَسَوِ هْيَلَعُ هَّللا ىَّلَص ،ِ ةَعاَّسلا

.ِ نيِّدلا ِمْوَي ىَلإ

َ هَّللا اوُقَّتاَوٍ دَغِلْ تَمَّدَق اَّم ٌسْفَن ْرُظنَتْلَو َهَّللا اوُقَّتا اوُنَمآَ نيِذَّلا اَهُّيَأ اَي{

َ}نوُلَمْعَت اَِبمٌ ريِبَخَ هَّللا َّنِإ
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ْ حِلْصُي }70{ً اديِدَس ًلاْوَق اوُلوُقَو َهَّللا اوُقَّتا اوُنَمآَ نيِذَّلا اَهُّيَأ اَي{

ً ازْوَفَ زاَفْ دَقَفُ هَلوُسَرَوَ هَّللاْ عِطُي نَمَوْ مُكَبوُنُذْ مُكَلْ رِفْغَيَوْ مُكَلاَمْعَأْ مُكَل

}}71{ً اميِظَع

 ةئام عبرأو فلأَ ةنس ،ةدعِقلا يذ رهش نم نيرشعو ةسمخ مويلا خيرات

ينثلاثو

:دْعَب اَّمَأ

 ناطيشلا نم اللهاب ذوعأ دعب ،زيزعلا هباتك يف ىلاعتو كرابت هللا لاق

ميجرلا

 اَذِإِ لْيَّللاَو }3{ِ رْتَوْلاَوِ عْفَّشلاَو }2{ٍ رْشَعٍ لاَيَلَو }1{ِ رْجَفْلاَو{

}}5{ ٍرْجِح يِذِّلٌ مَسَقَ كِلَذ يِفْ لَه }4{ يِرْسَي

 امو رجفلاب انهُ مَسَقلاف ،ٍ ميظع هِتاقولخم نم ءيشب i هللا مسقأ اّنمإو

. هيف َرّكفتن نأ انيلع بجيٌ ميظعٌ مسق هولتي
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Allah i says in His Mighty Book:

1 By the dawn

2 and ten nights,

3 and the even and odd,

4 and the night when it departs,

5 is there not in that an oath for the intelligent? (Sūrat al-Fajr: 1-5)

Allah u only swears oaths by matters in His creation which are great and significant., so 
that the oath here by the Dawn and the following terms is something to be thought about 
and reckoned with.

ُ راَهْنلأاُ رّجفتي امك راهَّنلا هنم رجفني يذلا وهو رجفلابً لاّوأ ىلاعت مسقأ

نويعلا نم

 دنع ةجلحا يذ رشع  يه يلايللا هذهو }ٍ رْشَعٍ لاَيَلَو{ لوقي مث

 رخاولأا رشعلا ليقو ءاروشاع اهيفو مرلمحا نم لَوُلأا رشعلا ليقو روهملجا

 اهل ةجِلحا يذ نم يلايللا هذهف . هنمُ لَوُلأا رشعلا ليقو ناضمر نم

ِ عوبسلأا يف اهوبلطاف ،اهب ِهِمَسَقب ريشُي امك i هللا دنع ّيلعٌ ناكم

. ةسملخا وأ ةعبرلأا موي نمِ مداقلا
Allah, exalted is He, says, continuing His oath, “And by ten nights!” The people of 

knowledge say that these ten nights are either the ten first nights of Dhu’l-Hijjah, the first 
ten of Muharram or the last ten of Ramaḍān or the first ten of Ramadan, but the likelihood 
is greater that they refer to the former. These ten nights of Dhu’l-Hijjah we know from 
many sources have a great standing with Allah, as is indicated by their place here in this 
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oath, so seek these nights out in the coming week when Dhu’l-Hijjah should start either on 
Wednesday or Thursday.

ىلاعتو كرابت هللا لاق اهب مسقأ يتلاِ ءايشلأا هذهِ هركذ دعبو

 يِتَّلا }7{ِ داَمِعْلا ِتاَذ َمَرِإ }6{ٍ داَعِبَ كُّبَرَ لَعَفَ فْيَكَ رَت ْمَلَأ {

ِ داَوْلاِبَ رْخَّصلا اوُباَجَ نيِذَّلا َدوُمَثَو }8{ِ دَلاِبْلا يِف اَهُلْثِمْ قَلْخُي ْمَل

 }11{ِ دَلاِبْلا يِف اْوَغَطَ نيِذَّلا }10{ِ داَتْوَْلأا يِذَ نْوَعْرِفَو }9{

 }13{ٍ باَذَعَ طْوَس َكُّبَرْ مِهْيَلَع َّبَصَف }12{َ داَسَفْلا اَهيِف اوُرَثْكَأَف

}}14{ِ داَصْرِْلماِبَلَ كَّبَر َّنِإ
After mentioning these matters by which He swears an oath, Allah i says:

6 Do you not see what your Lord did with ‘Ad –

7 Iram of the Columns

8 whose like was not created in any land –

9 and Thamud who carved out rocks in the valley-side,

10 and Pharaoh of the Stakes,

11 all of whom were tyrants in their lands

12 and caused much corruption in them?

13 So your Lord unleashed on them a scourging punishment;

14 your Lord is always lying in wait.

 ،ماع دارلماو ،ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص يبنلل باطلخاو :يبطرقلا لاق
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.داعب مكُّبر لعف فيك اْوَرت ملأ :i لقي مل :ينعي
Al-Qurtubi said: It is addressed to the Prophet @ but the meaning is universal. He meant 
that Allah i did not address us all as a plurality but addresses us individually.

مهِئانِبو مهِتّوقب مملأا كلت i فصوف

 نورّكفتي بابللأا ولوأف } ؟داعب كّبر لعف فيك رت ملأ{ انَلَأَسف 

ُ ةراضلحا هذه تسيل{ مهسوفن يف نولوقيو مهكلاه نورّبدتيو مهيف

} هللا مهكلهأ نيذلا كئلآوأ نمً اريخَ مويلا
 He describes these nations and peoples as having great strength and power, and that they 
built a great deal. He asks us, “Have you not seen what Allah did with them?” So people of 
intellect will reflect on them and on their passing away, and will say in themselves, “This 
culture in which we live today is not better than those whom Allah destroyed.”

 ينعبات مهَنيبْ شِعَنْ نإو ، دلابلا هذه يف ينملسم ريغ ينب شيعن نحنو

ُ ذايعلاو ، مِهِكلاهِبْ كَلْهَن  انيلهأ يفو انِتلاَماعُمو انِشياعم يف مهَتَّلم

 نودب ينلماعتُمو ،َ ةوكزلا نوتؤموَ ةولصلا ينميقم انهْ شعنْ نإو .اللهاب
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 اََنج نيدللً ةاَعُد ، ينكاسلماو ءارقفلا ينِمِعطُمو ىماتيلا ينمركُمو ، ابرلا

. ىلاعت هللا ءاش نإ انِتاجنب ءلاؤه
We too live in the middle of kuffār in these lands. If we live among them following them in 
our lives, in our livelihoods and our transactions and in our families, then we will perish 
when they perish, may Allah protect us from that. If we live here establishing the prayer, 
producing and paying the zakāh, transacting without usury, honouring orphans and caring 
for the poor, calling people to the dīn, then they and us will all be saved rather than all of us 
perishing together. 

Allah reminds us by events in the world such as the current crisis, which is not over, that 
this present-day global order is by no means permanent, and intelligent people take 
reminder from what happens to others, and foolish people don’t even take reminders from 
what happens to them themselves.

ُ هَّنإُ هوُرِفْغَتْساَف َينِمِلْسُْلماِ رِئآسِلَوْ مُكَلَو يِل َهللاُ رِفْغَتَْسَأَو اَذَه يِلْوَق ُلوُقَأ

ُميِحَّرلاُ روُفَغْلاَوُه
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،ُهَدْعَب َّيِبَنَ لاْ نَم ىَلَعُ مَلاَّسلاوُ ةَلاَّصلاَوِ هَّلِلُ دْمَْلحَا

 اوُقَّتاَف .ِهِتَفَلاَخُمَوِ هِتَّيِصْعَمْ نَعْ مُكُرِّذَحُأو ،ِهِتَعاَطَوِ هَّللا اَوْقَتِب ْ مُكيِِصوُأ

.َرَجَزَوُ هْنَع ىَهَن اَّمَع اوُهَتْناَو ،َرَمَأ اَميِفَ هَّللا

:ىلاعت لاق

ُ هَرَيً اّرَشٍ ةَّرَذَ لاَقْثِم ْلَمْعَّي نَمَو }7{ ُهَرَيً ارْيَخٍ ةَّرَذَ لاَقْثِمْ لَمْعَّي نَمَف 
}8{

:دْعَب اَّمَأ

:زيزعلا هباتك يف ىلاعتو كرابت هللا لاق

 ىَدُه َّنِإْ لُقْ مُهَتَّلِمَ عِبَّتَت ىَّتَح ىَراَصَّنلاَ لاَوُ دوُهَيْلاَ كنَع ىَضْرَت نَلَو{

َ كَل اَمِ مْلِعْلاَ نِمَ كءاَج يِذَّلاَ دْعَب مُهءاَوْهَأَ تْعَبَّتا ِنِئَلَو ىَدُهْلاَ وُهِ هَّللا

ٍ}ريِصَنَ لاَو ٍّيِلَو نِم ِهَّللا َنِم
Allah tabaraka wa ta’ala says in His Noble Book:

“The Jews and the Christians will never be pleased with you 

until you follow their religion.
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Say, ‘Allah’s guidance is the true guidance.’

If you were to follow their whims and desires, 

after the knowledge that has come to you, 

you would find no protector or helper against Allah.”

Certainly, this āyah places us in a very particular situation. Since the Jews and the 
Christians almost entirely dominate this age, particularly in the part of the planet we 
inhabit, we are almost by default following their whims and desires. We do business like 
they do business, we shop like they shop and we live our family lives like they live their’s. 

In these circumstances, it is not permitted for us to think that we are somehow special and 
different. Rather if one is in the supermarket shopping, one is exactly the same as all the 
other people in the supermarket with one possible exception. It may be that you are 
remembering Allah and they are not. But be assured that if you are thinking to yourself 
that you are a Muslim and they are not Muslims, then you are not remembering Allah, and 
in that case there is no difference between you and them.

But what exactly is the nature of this remembrance of Allah which is the only possible 
difference between the Muslim and others? Yes, it is to move the tongue in repetition of the 
names of Allah, and with Laa ilaha illa’llah. Yes, it is to know the dhikr for entering the 
market, and to know the du’a and dhikr of the Sunnah for difference occasions, even for 
entering the toilet. But dhikr is also the way one does the things that one does. Any action 
can be dhikr if one does it with one’s full being and attention and not distractedly, for  as 
dhikr means ‘mention of Allah’ with the tongue, it also means ‘remembrance of Allah’ in 
the heart. The heart that is thinking of something else is not remembering Allah. This is 
what we call distraction. 

A most common form of distraction for people working in the way of Allah is to be 
distracted from remembrance of Allah in one’s everydayness by the thoughts of great 
projects in the way of Allah. Those great projects will amount to nothing if the little 
projects and little insignificant everyday matters are not done with remembrance of Allah 
in them. That is because what is important in these matters is right understanding, the 
knowledge that you do not do your good actions, but Allah creates them and gives them to 
you. If you have high ambition and want to achieve great things, certainly hard work is 
required but also your constant awareness of your need of Allah to give you the actions that 
will please him. In that, your little everyday remembrance is a kind of constant supplication 
to Allah. This is an invisible act of worship and thus of the highest since it is done entirely 
for the sake of Allah and for no other end.

We are in a very difficult place. To get out of this situation requires a great deal, but more 
than anything it requires sabr. Sabr is not just passive endurance and patience in affliction, 
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although it can be exhibited in such situations. Sabr is an active force. It is the steadfastness 
to see things through, to continue, to go on. It is to be steadfast in keeping away from shirk, 
kufr and acts of disobedience to Allah. It is to be steadfast in the acts of worship and in 
clinging to what one can of the Sunnah. It is being steadfast in increasing in one’s ‘ibadah. It 
is being steadfast in bringing about Islam in a land of kufr in all of the projects which we are 
doing.

We often complain about the darkness of the age in which we live and this difficult 
situation, but one ought to thank Allah for having been born in such a time and to be a 
Muslim. The Islam that is needed from us today is the Islam of the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah @, and it is an honour that Allah has chosen us for such a task and such 
a struggle; may we be worthy of it.

Sabr is of its nature the highest inner quality. Again it is an entirely invisible action, and 
thus can only be for the sake of Allah. There can only be great sincerity in it. Thus Allah 
reckons it very highly. He tabaraka wa ta’ala says:

}10{ ٍباَسِحِ رْيَغِب مُهَرْجَأَ نوُرِباَّصلا ىَّفَوُي اَمَّنِإ
“Only the steadfast will be paid their wages in full without any reckoning.”  (Az-Zumar: 11)

}153{َ نيِرِباَّصلاَ عَمَ هَّللا َّنِإ
He says, “Allah is with the steadfast.”  (Al-Baqarah: 153)

}146{َ نيِرِباَّصلا ُّبِحُيُ هَّللاَو
He says, “Allah loves the steadfast.” (Al ‘Imran: 146)

We have seen how Allah warns us that the Jews and Christians will no be pleased with us 
unless we follow their religion, their millah. The ʿulamā’ tell us that:

ٌةَدِحاَوٌ ةَّلِم ُرْفُكْلا
“Kufr is one millah.”

In spite of the fact that the Jews, Christians and idolators are all different religions, they are 
one millah, and it is that millah which we see engulfing the earth, spreading even in the 
Muslim lands at an astonishing rate. However, we have to have the long perspective. Some 
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people gain that through an intimate knowledge of history. Many Muslims gain it through 
taking the Qur’an seriously as well as reflecting on history. We have already seen that Allah 
i reminds us to think about the end of ‘Ad and Thamud and Fir‘awn.

All of these cultures were devoted to the great technological project and they built great 
buildings. However, at the core they were rotten and they were swept away. Allah tells us 
repeatedly to travel and see what happened to these peoples who were destroyed. He tells 
us to reflect on these matters. There is no doubt that this society is deeply unpleasing to 
Allah. There is no doubt that Allah will sweep it away. That might be achieved by means 
within the society. No one knows when the derivatives market on the stock exchange is 
going to crash, and we have already had a warning of that.

Therefore, no Muslim should sit passively as if this society were inevitable. No Muslim 
should imagine that this society will go on for ever. Remember that Sayyiduna Nuh, peace 
be upon him, built his ship in the middle of dry land, and that it was because of this that the 
kuffar laughed at him. Remember, we are building a ship. We are building the ship of the 
millah of Ibrahim ï and the Sunnah of Muhammad @ in a land which has known neither 
before. Be one of the party working to that goal and do not be like the son of Nuh who said 
that he would go up on a tall mountain to escape the flood. Bring yourself and your family 
on board the boat of the Sunnah.

When you have come on board do not allow Shaytan to disillusion you mid-way. Remember 
that before the battle of Uhud, the Prophet @ intended to stay in Madinah and to defend it, 
but the warriors and the young men were eager to fight and confident of victory, and so the 
Messenger @ accepted their view and began to put on his armour and don his weapons for 
battle. Some people began to think that they had persuaded the Messenger of Allah against 
his better judgement, and so they became afraid of what they had done and went back to 
the Messenger of Allah @ and said they had changed their mind, and they accepted his 
earlier wish to stay in Madinah and defend it. 

 لجو زع هللا مكحي ىتح اهسبل نأ دعب هتادأ عضي نأ يبنل يغبني ام -

.هودع ينبو هنيب

.)سابع نبا نع - ق ،ك( ٪
He is reported to have said, “It is not fitting for a prophet to put off his armour and 
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weapons after donning them until Allah u has passed judgement between him and his 
enemy.” This is a great principle. Once begun we must see things through. It is disastrous to 
embark on a course and then change one’s mind half-way through. That is because it is not 
the outcome that matters so much. The outcome of affairs is in Allah’s hand. What matters 
for us is sincerity in our actions.

ِ هْيَلَع اوُّلَص اوُنَمآَ نيِذَّلا اَهُّيَأ آَي ، ِّيِبَّنلا ىَلَعَ نوُّلَصُي ُهَتَكِئلآَمَوَ هَّللا َّنِإ

ًاميِلْسَت اوُمِّلَسَو

ًاميِلْسَتْ مِّلَسَو ِهِبْحَصَوِ هِلآ ىَلَعَوٍ دَّمَحُم اَنِدِّيَس ىَلَع ِّلَص َّمُهَّللَا

 ، ٍّيِلَعَوَ ناَمْثُعَوَ رَمُعَوٍ رْكَب يِبَأَ نيِدِشاَّرلا ِءآَفَلُْلخاِ نَع َّمُهَّللاَ ضْراَو

  ،َ نيِرِجاَهُْلمِاَوْ مُهْنِمِ راَصْنَْلأا ً اصوُصُخ ،َينِعَمْجَأِ ةَباَحَّصلاِ رِئآَسَو

.ِنيِّدلاِ مْوَي ىَلإْ مُهَعِبَتْ نَمَوَ ينِعِباَّتلا يِعِباَتَو َينِعِباَّتلاو

@ٍ دَّمَحُمِ ةَّنُسِ عابِّتِلاوَ كيِضْرُي اَِلمِ ينِمِلْسُلماِ روُمُأ َةَلاُوِ دْها َّمُهَّّللَا
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ِ رُصْناو ،َ نيِرِفاَكْلاَوَ رْفُكْلا ِلُذْخاَو ،َ ينِمِلْسُْلماَوَ مَلاْسْلإا َّزِعَأ َّمُهَّللَا

ِ رْفُكْلاَ ةَمِلَكَو ، اَىْلُعْلا َيِهَ كَتَمِلَكْ لَعْجاو ،ِ هَّللاِ ليِبَس يِفَ نيِدِهاَُْ£ا

ىَلْفُّسلاَ يِه

ً ّلاِغ اَنِبوُلُق يِف ْلَعَْتجَ لاَو ِناَيمِْلإاِب اَنوُقَبَسَ نيِذَّلا اَنِناَوْخِِلإَو اَنَل ْرِفْغا اَنَّبَر

ٌ ميِحَّرٌ فوُؤَر َكَّنِإ اَنَّبَر  ص  اوُنَمآَ نيِذَّلِّل

ًادَشَر اَنِرْمَأْ نِم اَنَلْ ئِّيَهَوً ةَمْحَر َكْنُدَّلْ نِم اَنِتآ اَنَّبَر 

راَّنلاَ باَذَع اَنِقَو ًةَنَسَحِ ةَرِخلآا يِفَوً ةَنَسَح اَيْنُّدلا يِف اَنِتآ اَنَّبَر

ً اماَمِإَ ينِقَّتُمْلِل اَنْلَعْجاَوٍ ُينْعَأَ ةَّرُق اَنِتاَّيِّرُذَو اَنِجاَوْزَأ ْنِم اَنَلْ بَه اَنَّبَر

ِرَكْنُْلماَوِ ءآَشْحَفْلاِ نَع ىَهْنَتَ ةَلاَّصلا َّنإ

ُرَبْكَأ ِهَّللا ُرْكِذَلو

َنوُرَّكَّذَتْ مُكَّلَعَل ْمُكُظِعَي

ُهَّللاُ مُكُمَحْرَيْ مُكِتَلاَص ىَلإ اوُموُقَو


