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Khutbah 21/8/09
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Praise belongs to Allah who made obligatory for us things which we dislike and
prohibited things we like because of a wisdom, knowing that we like things which
are bad for us and and we dislike things which are good for us. We praise Him for
making every action of the son of Adam for his own sake except for the fast which
His forglveness for our disobedience and neglectfulness, and we seek His help to
obey Him and remember Him. We believe in Him the One, the Eternally Besought of
all, Who has not given birth and was not given birth to and to Whom none is equal,

and we rely upon Him in all of that.
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188  They will ask you about the crescent moons.

Say, ‘They are set times for mankind and for the hajj.
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Ibn ‘Umar v narrated that the Messenger of Allah % sald, ‘The month is 29 days so do not
fast until you see it” i.e. the new moon, “and do not break the fast until you see it. And if it
is obscured for you then complete the number of 30.” This is narrated by Imam Ahmad, al-
BukharT and Muslim and Abt Dawid.
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Ramadan is described at some length in a hadith narrated by Salman < who said:
The Messenger of Allah # addressed us on the last day of Sha‘ban and said, “People,
a tremendous month, a blessed month has drawn close to you in which there is a
night better than a thousand months. Allah, exalted is He, has made fasting it
obligatory and has made standing in prayer in its nights voluntary. Whoever draws

closer [to Allah] in it with any good practice is the same as someone who discharges

an obligation at any other time.
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It is the month of steadfastness and the reward for steadfastness is the Garden and
it is the month of sharing, and it is a month in which the provision of the mu'min is
increased. Whoever gives a fasting person that with which to break his fast it will be
a cause of the forgiveness of his wrong actions and of freeing his neck from the Fire
and he will have the like of his reward - i.e. the fasting person’s — without that

diminishing his reward in any way.”
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We said, “Messenger of Allah, not every one of us has that with which to give a
fasting person something to break his fast on.” So the Messenger of Allah # said,
“Allah, exalted is He, will give this reward to whoever gives a fasting person a drink
of milk diluted with water, or a date, or a drink of water. And whoever feeds a
fasting person until he is satiated, Allah will give him to drink from my pond such a

drink that he will never thirst again until he enters the Garden.
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It is a month whose first part is mercy, whose middle is forgiveness and whose
last part is freedom from the Fire, so increase in it with four practices, with two of
which you will please your Lord, and two of which you cannot do without. As for
the two practices with which you will please your Lord, they are the witnessing that
there is no god but Allah and that you seek forgiveness of Him. And as for the two
which you cannot do without, they are that you should ask Allah, exalted is He, for

the Garden and seek refuge with Him from the Fire.”

In this famous khutbah which the Messenger of Allah « delivered in Sha’ban summarising a
number of key things about Ramadan he mentioned its three phases, the beginning of
which is mercy. The first part of the month of Ramadan is mercy. About the mercy of Allah,
the Messenger of Allah # is narrated to have said:
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Abt Sa’id al-Khudri @2 said: The Messenger of Allah « said:

“Allah @ created - on the day He created the heavens and the earth - one hundred mercies.

Then He placed on the earth a single mercy, so that by it the mother is kind to her child,
and the beasts and birds shows kindness to each other. And He delayed ninety-nine until

the Day of Rising. Then when it is the Day of Rising, Allah will complete it with this mercy.”

So this is the tremendous nature of the mercy of Allah, exalted is He. But this hadith is about
much more, it is about something fundamental in our tawhid, for all good comes from Allah;
people and Allah’s creation are only means. For a correct tawhid, we must know that all
good and all harm only come from Allah, and yet we must also acknowledge the means.
When we are shown a kindness we must thank the person who has been kind to us, but we

must know that the kindness in reality came from Allah.

So this is the part of the month of Ramadan that is ahead of us: the first part which is a
mercy. So take advantage of it in whatever way you can.
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About the universal nature of His mercy, Allah, exalted is He, tells us in the Qur’an:
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He said, ‘As for My punishment, I strike with it anyone I will.
My mercy extends to all things

but I will prescribe it for those who have tagwa and pay zakah,

and those who believe in Our Signs:



157  those who follow the Messenger,
the Unlettered Prophet,
whom they find written down with them
in the Torah and the Gospel,
commanding them to do right
and forbidding them to do wrong,
making good things halal for them
and bad things haram for them,
relieving them of their heavy loads
and the chains which were around them.
Those who have iman in him
and honour him and help him,
and follow the Light that has been sent down with him,
they are the ones who are successful.
Shaykh Muhammad ibn al-Habib, may Allah be merciful to him, said about this ayah:

“In this ayah Allah, exalted is He, tells us that His mercy extends to all things. This mercy,
which embraces all things, is a mercy without limit, but there is also a mercy which is
confined. This unlimited mercy encompasses animals, plants, angels, prophets, messengers,
awliya’, and even the mushrikun and the kafirin. They all comes within the scope of this
mercy which entails existence and provision. Allah, exalted is He, gives them existence and
sustains them. But then He makes them differ in their beliefs. Among them are mu’minin,

kafirin and hypocrites. They all share in existence and sustenance.

“However differentiation exists. So what is it in? In iman. The people who follow the
Prophets and Messengers and trust them have a special place. They will be among the
people of the Garden. They will enjoy the vision of the Noble Face of Allah. But the people
who have only existence and sustenance without any iman will have their payment in the
Fire for ever. For ever in the Fire. Because Allah says, "I will prescribe it," i.e. that mercy. For

whom? "For those who have tagwd." Therefore the man who wants mercy must have tagwa.



“What is tagwa? It is obedience to all the commands of Allah and avoidance of all that is
forbidden. The things that Allah has commanded us to do are the prayer, zakat, fasting and
hajj, and the things He has forbidden us are pride, envy, malice, hatred, bad thoughts about
others.”

When the Shaykh spoke about the forbidden things why did he speak about things such as
envy, malice and bad thoughts about others and not mention theft, adultery and
drunkenness? First, someone who is concerned about these destructive inner matters such
as envy will definitely not contravene the shartah by doing these outwardly prohibited

matter. Second, these are really destructive matters.

Then the ayat proceed to talk about this Messenger 4. We have already seen that all good
comes from Allah. And yet if we do not thank the means, we have not thanked Allah. This is
the perfect balance of the din of Islam. Know that everything comes from Allah, but thank
the means. The Messenger of Allah # is the means for all the good that has come to us, for if
it were not for him we would not have known Allah and would not have a path to obey
Allah in this life. Therefore we must show our gratitude for that to Allah, but also thank the
means by which we have obtained this tremendous gift of Islam. The way to thank him is to

ask for blessings and peace for him as Allah commands us in His Noble Book.

Moreover, the real test of love is to love whatever and whomever the Beloved loves. Allah,
exalted is He, shows by many signs His great love for His Messenger # and thus the true

lovers of Allah are those who have the greatest love for His Messenger .

This year in the month of Ramadan we are doing that by reciting, as we did last year, a part
of the world famous Dala’il al-Khayrat on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings
half an hour before breaking the fast. In this work, the author has gathered together many
types of du‘a asking for blessings on the Prophet % and many recognitions of his rank and
his noble character #. So take advantage of this opportunity and recite it with us. On
Mondays, Shaykh ‘Ali Laraki will continue his class on tafsir, on Tuesday there is the
ordinary class of tajwid, and on Thursday Hajj Abdalhaqq will look at the Ramadan
discourses of Shaykh Muhammad ibn al-Habib, may Allah be merciful to him, from which

we have quoted just a small part.

Actions are by intentions. And the formation of the intention on the first night of Ramadan
is the key one, and if someone interrupts their fast because of travel or sickness, then the
formation of the intention on renewing the fast. Ahead of us we have fasting the month of

Ramadan. We fast from food, drink and sexual relations. Whoever does all that and does not



refrain from backbiting and does not lower his gaze from what it is not halal for him to look

at, is making light of Ramadan.

Fasting has partners: acts of generosity, as we have seen, feeding other fasting people, and
for those who wish to there is the opportunity of cooking a soup in the mosque kitchen and

feeding the community.

Acts of sadaqah which are completed by the zakah al-fitr at the end of the month, which has
to go to poor Muslims. If anyone knows of Muslims, individuals and families who are in
need, please let us know so that we can get the zakah al-fitr to them. The fast hangs

suspended between Heaven and Earth until the zakah al-fitr is paid.

Recitation of Qur’an standing in prayer at night, the least of which is to stand in Tarawih
after Isha which is highly recommended.

Recitation of Qur’an in the day and we will be reciting, as we ordinarily do, a portion of
Qur’an after Salat adh-Dhuhr in order to complete the recitation of the entire Qur’an in the

mosque in Ramadan.

And in the last ten days there is the possibility of performing i’tikaf for some or all of those
ten days, withdrawing into the mosque and devoting oneself to ‘ibadah, eschewing chatter

and conversation with people. Whoever wants to do that must speak to one of the Imams

beforehand.

Then there is the Laylat al-Qadr which is sought out in the uneven nights of the last ten of
Ramadan. But although that is the climax of Ramadan, it is not the end and it is important
for people to keep up their ibadah until the Eid which is itself an ‘ibadah and glorification
of Allah.

It is possible that the moon will be seen tonight in which case we will pray tarawih after
salah al-‘Isha insha’Allah.

May Allah give you and me and all the Muslims a Ramadan which is a storehouse of light for

the year ahead and which will be an opening for Islam and the Muslims in this age.
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