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21 Is he who knows that what has been sent down to you

7/

from your Lord is the truth like him who is blind?
It is only people of intelligence who pay heed:
22 those who fulfil Allah’s contract
and do not break their agreement;
23 those who join what Allah has commanded to be joined
and are afraid of their Lord
and fear an evil Reckoning;

24 those who are steadfast in seeking the face of their Lord,



and establish salat
and give from the provision We have given them,
secretly and openly,
and stave off evil with good,
it is they who will have the Ultimate Abode -
25 Gardens of Eden which they will enter,
and all of their parents, wives and children who were salihun.
Angels will enter in to welcome them from every gate:
‘Peace be upon you because of your steadfastness!

How wonderful is the Ultimate Abode!” (Surat ar-Ra‘d)

J{f;\%wﬂ\ﬁ

Is he who knows that what has been sent down to you ~

/ e

i

e\

/
w
(4

from your Lord is the truth like him who is blind?
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“Is he who knows?” This is a confirmation. It means, “Are those who beheve and those who
do not believe equal?” The blind person here is the one who does not believe in the Prophet
4. It has been said that it was revealed about Hamzah ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib < and Aba Jahl,

may Allah curse him.

Allah, exalted is He, speaks about two opposites: those who know that what is revealed to
Muhammad i is the truth and those who are blind. He does not accept any third. So this is

the end of any idea of a dialogue of religions or interfaith dialogue, in the way that it is set



up today. And of course we are willing to talk with any sincere human being about the din,
but we do not accept the idea of any kind of equality with Islam of the People of the Book,
and certainly not of atheists and the like.
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“It is only people of intelligen/ce who pay heed,”

The people of albab are the people who have lubb, because albab is the plural of lubb. The
lubb of anything is its kernel or its pith or its heart. And here it is the intelligence according
to all the scholars of interpretation of the Qur’an. Some people call these ayat when paired
with the ayat at the end of Strah Ali ‘Imran the Scales of the Intellect, i.e. the scales with
which you measure intellect because they are both about the people of lubb and they both
describe them and thus the intellect in some detail.
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“those who fulfil Allah’s contract”

Here Allah 42 begins the description of the people of intellect or intelligence. The contract
is the one that was taken from us in the world of the tiniest forms, and the contract was for
tawhid. This is in the words of Allah to us elsewhere:

172 When your Lord took out all their descendants
from the loins of the children of Adam
and made them testify against themselves
‘Am I not your Lord?’
they said, ‘We testify that indeed You are!” (Surat al-A‘raf)

About this ayah it has been said that when Allah created Adam He brought his descendants
out of him and they were like the smallest possible insects or insects’ eggs, and He took
their contract from them that He is their Lord, and they confirmed that and adhered to it.
This sense has been narrated from the Prophet # by numerous routes, and a large body of
the Companions and others took it as their verdict on the meaning of the ayah. But
returning to our ayat in Surat ‘Abd ar-Rahman-Ra‘d:
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This is the contract to have tawhid or it is every single contract, compac/t, agreement or
treaty etc. which they have agreed to, whether it is with respect to the Creator or a creature
and even if the creature is a kafir. And so it is obligatory to fulfil contracts and agreements
and treachery is not permitted. Since the attributes that will follow are necessary
consequences for anyone who will fulfil contracts then fulfilling the contract was given
precedence over these other attributes and they which come after are like the details of it.
Thus what is meant by fulfilling the contract is to comply with everything that is

commanded as much as one is able and to avoid what is prohibited categorically.
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“and who do not break their agreement”

This underlines what preceded concerning fulfilling the contract and is a necessary
consequence of it since someone who fulfils his contract will not break his agreement. The
contract is a synonym for agreement. Some have said that the agreement, the mithag, is the
creature clinging to fulfilling the Creator’s command, and the contract is the command of
Allah. Al-Mahalli said that breaking the agreement is done by abandoning iman or the
obligations of the din.
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So as we will see when we follow through with the explanation of these ayat, and as is
immediately evident from reading them thoughtfully, the idea we have of intellect is very
different from the concept that is current in this age. With this concept of intellect, we
could not have the extermination of uncountable numbers of men, women and children in
the way this age has shown. Nor, more tellingly could we have a system of economics based
on the kind of elaborate calculation that usury requires, the elaborate intellectual
structures of modern economics, when anyone with eyes can see that it impoverishes huge
swathes of humanity into desperate and humiliatingly degrading misery, while enriching a
few people to an obscene degree. Why are we as human beings not able to do something
about this deplorable condition? Because we have accepted this redefinition of intellect and
knowledge that is a cold and murderous concept in the person’s head rather than a caring
concern in the heart. And the Muslims are as guilty as others or even more so, since we
have a revelation that shows us that this is false, and yet our people are obsessed with
getting degrees and PhD’s and every endorsement from this spurious establishment trying
desperately to please the upholders of these false definitions. If one is to do this type of
study one has to regard it as a strategic step on the way to establishing the truth, and that



might be a valid reason for undertaking such study. But trying to please the enemies of

Allah is not a valid reason.

(The recorded khutbah has here an extra portion on markets, halal trade and a local market

held in Norwich according to the principles of halal trade.)

The second point to make relates to the traditional sciences of the din. These have largely
been reduced to the ability to narrate a large amount of material, for example, the ability to
narrate hadith, or in the case of figh, the ability to narrate legal precedents and prior
judgements. Now, while no one denies the importance of this heritage, as reflective
Muslims we have to also see that Allah and His Messenger # and all of the noble people of
Islam call on us to think, not in this way that we see is so disastrous, but in a deeply
reflective way, and this includes both reflection on the creation of Allah and thinking
carefully through our way of embodying the Sunnah in this age. If we had no other quote,

we would be content with that from Imam Malik, may Allah be merciful to him:
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“Knowledge is a light which Allah places wherever He wishes. It is not a great deal of

narration.”

(The recorded khutbah has here some words on the death of a prominent celebrity from the
world of entertainment who died on Thursday 25th June, and who had said the shahadah
and become Muslim a month ago, may Allah have mercy on him. There were also some

reflections on celebrityhood.)
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